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REVIEW

Do you ever try to replace true community with social media connectedness? Do you attempt to replace belonging to a 
church with consuming podcasts? Why or why not? What is the danger in this?

What is the correlation between love for Christ, and love for His Bride, the Church? Why?

What symptoms are evident in your life when you are isolated and not connected to others in deep friendship and 
community? Why?

BIBLE EXPLORATION

1 Peter 5:5–9.
What might be the connection between humility and belonging to a local church? How does a faithful commitment to the 
Body of Christ express humility toward God?

In the same way, how does not belonging to a local church display sinful pride? Why?

Have you ever considered church membership (or the lack of church membership) to be an expression of humility or 
pride? What does your current situation say about the state of your heart?

What type of person would a lion-like enemy attack? How does a lone Christian who doesn’t belong to a body of 
believers leave himself open to attack?

1 Corinthians 12:4–31.
Are you ever tempted to compare yourself and your gifts to others in the Church who play a different role than you? Why 
or why not? What kinds of problems does comparison bring?

What frees us from the temptation to compare ourselves with one another? To what do we all belong?
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How are you using your gifts to serve, encourage, and build up the Church?

Ephesians 2:8–13.
How might being brought near to God compel us to walk in the good works He has prepared for us? How does service 
to the world around us and to the Church display the reality of our relationship with Christ?

DEEPER WALK

Select at least one activity below to complete during the next week. 

Personal Action: Take a step to be more deeply connected in your local church. If you are already a member, begin to 
plug in to a greater level with community or service. If you are not a member, commit to becoming a member at a local 
church.

Mentoring: Spend time with an older adult and ask them about the role the Body of Christ has played in their life and in 
their walk with the Lord. How has community acted as protection against the enemy? In what ways has service produced 
joy in their heart? Why do they think it’s crucial to belong to the local church? 

Conversation: Confess areas of pride in your own heart to a close friend. Are you reluctant to join a church because you 
believe you don’t need community or don’t have time to serve? How does this display pride? Ask for accountability, and 
seek ways to yield to the Lord’s will for you in belonging to a local church.

Memorization: Write down Hebrews 10:24–25 on a 3x5 card, and keep it with you in an obvious place (purse, wallet, car, 
mirror). Read and memorize it to remind yourself of the call on your life to spur one another on, and to continue to meet 
together as a way of fighting doubt and keeping hope in our broken world.

Pray: Ask God to give you a desire to deeply belong to the local church. Ask for true community, and an opportunity to 
use your gifts to serve.

Study: For deeper study on the spiritual gifts and the blessings of belonging to the Body of Christ, read Romans 12:3–8, 
and 1 Corinthians 14:14–26.  
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